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Sirhan Case- 
Was There a 
2nd Gunman? 


Gun-Tampering Inquiry 
May Have Bearing on 
Kennedy Killing Theory 

BY DAVE SMITH 

Times Staff Writer 

Last May 28, attorney Barbara 
Warner Blehr accused criminalist 
De Wayne A. Wolfer of errors and 
'violations of procedure in the ballis- 
tics investigation of three major 
murder cases in which three men 
now await execution, including Sir- 
han Bishara Sirhan for the assassin- 
ation of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy. . 

Mrs. Blehr raised a question 
whether a second gunman might 
have fired at Mr. Kennedy in the 
Ambassador pantry on June 5, .1968. 
She asserted that Wolfer had violat- 
ed four standard precepts of proce- 
dure in investigating Kennedy's, 
death and said he committed other 
errors as an expert witness for the 
prosecution in the capital convic- 
tions of Doyle A. Terry and former 
Dep. Dist. Atty. Jack Kirschke. 

Calls Charges a "Vendetta * 

. On June JL Police Chief Edward M. 
Basis dismissed Mrs. Blehr's char-, 
ges as a "vendetta” against Wolfer, 
acting head of theLAPD crime la- 
boratory, and said Wolfer "in my es- 
timation is the top expert in - the 
country." 

Dist. Atty. Joseph P. Busch Jr., 
appointed as new head of the office 
that had prosecuted Sirhan as the 
•one gunman in the Kennedy case, 
suggested that inconsistencies in 
Wolfer’s testimony might he verbal 
and/or clerical errors. 

On June 4, still of that frame of 
mind, Busch nonetheless announced 
hi? office would investigate Mrs. 

. Blehr’s claims— rather than leave 
the LAPD to probe one of its*own— 
and would give the results in about 
two weeks. 

On June IS, Busch announced a 
•Tune 28 news conference to release 
hi* findings. 

On June 24, he postponed it to July 
R , to enable investigators to further 
question witnesses. 

‘ Postponed Indefinitely 

On July 2, Busch again postponed 
the news conference — this time in- 
definitely. • 

Pressed for an explanation, he said 
his office was "terribly concerned” 
over evidence that since Sirhan's tri- 
nl the fatal bullets and murder- 
weapon in the Kennedy case might 
have been tampered with. 

Before investigation of Mrs. 
Blehr’s charges could be completed, 
he said, a subsidiary probe would 
have to determine whether the cru- 
cial exhibits had been "contaminat- 
ed” — and to what degree— before or 
after the analysis on which iier accu- 
sations were based. 

Last Wednesday Busch announced 
:hyt rhe question pf evidence tarn- 


pering will be laid before 
the County Grand Jury to- 
day. 

There -is evidence, ' a 

• spokesman said, that ex- 
' hibits were so carelessly 

-handled by the county 
clerk's office that they 
might be useless in future 
court action on Sirhan's 
automatic appeal of the 
death sentence. 

More to the. immediate 
point, they also would 
be useless -in determining 
• the truth or falsity of Mrs. 
Blehr’s specific allegations 

• and the major premise 
they imply: namely, that 
an overlooked second gun-. 

; man itiayhave beeft Ken- 
1 nedy's real murderer, and 
that Sirhan may have been 
condemned for a killing he 
admittedly attempted, but 
perhaps did not actually 
i commit. * 

Wolfer, whose expected 
July 1 appointment as per- 
manent head of the crime 
lab has not yet materia- 
lized, filed a $2 million* de- . 
fa m a t i o n suit July 23 
againsi Mrs. Blehr and 15 
John Does. 

County Clerk William G. 
Sharp, whose office was 
accused by Busch of ignor- 
ing court orders in allow- 
ing at least 13 "unauthor- 
ized" persons to view and 
handle Kennedy exhibits, 
denies any violation of 
procedure by his staff. 

Meanwhile, The Times 
has learned, several per- 
sons in Sharp's office have 
been given lie detector 
tests in conneetiorr*nvith 
*their handling of exhibits 
in criminal cases other ; 
than the Kennedy slaying. ' 
.Thus — pending the 
grand jury’s investigation 
—the Blehr case remains a 
standoff, more than two 
months after it was ex- 
pected. to be summarily 
laid to rest. 

John Doe Questions 
But in a sense, the Blehr- 
Wolfer controversy is 
merely the salad, while the 
entree involves deeper 
questions — in themselves 
not .touched on by Mrs. ' 
Blehr, but voiced by at 
least two of the John Does 
included with her in Wol- 
fer's suit. . • 

Mrs. Blehr's claims, con- 
tained in a letter to the Ci- 
vil Service Commission, 
were based on the private 
ballistics investigation of 
veteran criminalist Wil- ; 
liam W. Harper of Pasade- 
na, who has testified as a 
forensic expert for both 
tbe prosecution and de- 
fense in noted local trials . 
for more than 35 years. | 
Harper's work also ’ 
served to support a court . 
action that more directly j 
tackled the "second gun- ! 
man” theory— the June 25 : 
complaint for disclosure of 
information filed by atlor- : 


ney Godfrey Isaac on -be- 1 
half of freelance investiga- 
. tive journalist Theodore 
Charach. He charged that 
city officials deliberately 

I lS*.” d , Chataoh .a,i! IS „„ 

emotional and' even a bit 


Underground Press 
Except for exposure in 
the underground press, ■ 
Charach generally w a s' 
dismissed as yet another 
of the new breed of con- 


adequacies in the- original 
investigation./' . 

; The Times also, has 
learned that even since 
the question of possible 
tampering with the Ken- 
nedy exhibits arose, 
Busch's office. ; has con- 
. tinued to question persons 
who have nothing what- 
ever to do j with those 
. exhibits or the question of 


obsessive about his probe 
and its frustrations. 

"Look," he says, "this is 
ail I've thought about for 
more than three years. I 
know f sound like Johnny 
Ohe-Note, but I'm proud of 
my work and I just want 
the truth to come out, 
whatever it is. 

"But Lhe American peo- 


Wolfer's performance of pie aren't going to get anv- 
. thing more' than the offi- 
cial version until a few 
more questions are asked 
— and asked by the right . 
people, people influential 
enough to demand an- 
swers,” 

- On June A, 1968, Charach 
was working on a free- 
lance documentary pn 
Robert Kennedy's meteor- 
ic rise to presidential con- 
tention on the heels of a 
smashing California • pri- 
mary victory. 

As Kennedy concluded 
his victory speech and was 
ushered through a rear 


; his job. 

Some are persons 
whose names were 
brought- into the Kennedy 
case by Characlvand who 
for three years have told 
another version of the 
events of the night of June ; 
5, 1968. 

Former TV Newsman 

One is former KNXT 
television newsman Don- 
ald L. Schulman. who wit- 1 
nessed Kennedy’s assas- , 
sination and told of seeing ' 
another person firing a 
weapon in Lhe pantry ^but 


who — oddly— was briefly, pantry toward another 
questioned only once in ; crowded ballroom. Char- 
the months leading up to : . t, ’ . . - 

Sirhan, trial and Jver U- 

Thus he was "outside' the 


was called as a witness. 

His first intensive inter- 
view with any investiga- 
tive agency was on July 23 
of this year. 

Another belated witness 
was Charach, who told the 
Times: 

"If it's true .the district 
attorney can't make any 
decision on the Blehr 
thing until this tampering 
question is settled, then 
why are they still followr 
ing this, other track? I 
think the whole tiling 
about tampering is a red 
herring." 

Jt Is Charach who three ’ 
years ago began the per- : 
sonal crusade that led to ■ 
the present investigative I 
tangle over what to mast’. 


pantry when a few little 
I popping noises — someone 
' said "like a string of fire- 
j crackers”— took Kennedy 
I out of the race. • 
j ‘ Charach clawed his way 
j inside the pantry to find a 
: , panicked crowd — some 
j wounded, the rest shocked 
— and a knot of people 
with their attention 
focussed on the subdued 
: Sirhan. 

A security guard slipped 
out the swinging doors to “ 
keep the ballroom crowd 
from bursting into the 
bloody pantry. 

In the chaotic hours fob ' 
lowing the shooting* 
Schulman, now 28. was 


people has appeared to be j quoted as saying lie 


an open-and-shut political 1 
murder case. : 

Charach, - a native 'of. 


security guard fire his 
weapon. KNXT newscast- 
er Jerry Dunphy broad- 
cast that Schulman told 


Winnipeg whose low, res- him » Kennedy . s body _ 
onant voice kept, him in guards fired back, the sus- 
jobs as a radio and film I P ect (Sirhan) was shot in 
commentator, lias devoted t the leg. . . . Kennedy was 
his entire time since Ken- j shot three times . . .* 
nedy's death to the belief j Bodyguard Report ■ 

that an overlooked second | Schulman's 'account was 
gunman actually fired the : c a r r i e d worldwide In- 
fatal bullet,, using Sirhan s 1 united Pregs Internation- 
first two pistol shots as! al . whichsaid . ,. Schulman 
cover for his own fire: - 


_ | who witnessed the shoot- 


A nation made weary ; jng said fh ; gunma ; was 
and skeptical of alternate i sbot „ y . Kennedy's bodv- 
theones, in the wake of the , » ’ . 

Garrison investigation of Schulinnn reiwaU-d his 
fteadent John F. hpnne- VCPsion ; ,n interview 
dy's 106.» assassination, witb JeEt Breill . „ en< , raI 
greeted Charach's labors mana of continental 
with scant enthusiasm. News . a ^vision of the 
Sherman Oaks^based Con- 
-tinenlaL Recortjljngs. . 









About a* week later, j 
Schulman lold hi? story to 
police, in a brief interview J 
that was never followed j 

up. ' ! -f \ I 


tached.'and spurting red : Those, Charach . said,, sive autopsy report on Aft. 

f] ame> > , ranged from support of - Kennedy, Harper . devel- " 

13 ,,/ . • , •'! Alabama Gov. George C. oped these essential crifi- 

• Bu i “V accounts con-, Wallace for President, ‘to a •• cisms of Wolfer's work, 
fiicted slightly each timei hatred for the Kennedy w and hence the foundation 


And from that day until on the point of whether he family for allegedly giving ' stone of the official inves- 
iast July -o, Schulman \ went for his gun or actual- 1 everything to black peo- ; tigation: 
jvas not heard from pub- \ly ever got it out of the pie, to a belief that a race — At least two of the 
lie *y .holster. Once he said he ; "war was imminent. \ ; bullets removed from il>e 

Charach found him. I drew his gun and moved' The guard said he hadV pantry — one from Kenne- 
Charach .talked to Brent /toward the fallen senator.* had a .22-caliber pistol just ! dy’s body, the other from 
and traced down Schul- '.Another time: "I reached : like Sirhan's that night, wounded ABC newsman 
man, who evidently then/ for mine, but it was- too • Charach reported. It was. a /William Wiesel — don't 
believed that the "body* - late ..." ; built-up, "modified" gun - match each other and thus 

guard" was firing atSir- ; One official noted re- 1 with a larger barrel and r cpuld not have been fired 
han rather than Kennedy. cently: • | could fire, nine shots. He , the same gun. r. 

Charach also talked with , "The guy's stories didn't l puce fooled a friend, ask- ! — Bullets from the same 

Karl Uecker, the Ambas- • jibe. He told conflicting j * n g how many shots it : jgun' ; will have matching 
sador’s maitre d' who was accounts, and it seemed ! m ^bt fire. Then later he ; individual characteristics, 
leading Kennedy, his left' ; obvious he hadn't really : s0 ^ fbe gun "to a friend," "while bullets from two 
hand in the senator's seen anything. He really; Charach said. , -guns of the same make 

right, through the narrow had nothing to tell us." ! *■ Reenacts Role ; gw|U match only in class 
pantry and who quickly: Because of the variances And Charach said the 1 - ara cteristics. The ab- 

threw a headlock on Sir-. ’ In his story, the guard was guard reiterated • the tale .? ence on the tur ° bullets of 
han when the shooting dropped from any further he had told officers more "P hase marks" — 

began. • : questioning, his credibili- than a year before this the investigator's 

Uecker insists to this tyv questioned by officials; time without the telltale 'Initials— to serve as guide- 
day that Sirhan fired his who felt he was trying. to' hesitations, about how he m lining up the 

first two shots from Ueck- : inject himself into a. sensa- had actually drawn h'is P; 0 * n ts where bullets 
er’s own right side,- and ; Uonal case he really knew . gun that night, even act-1 ’^ natc -b indicated that Wol- 
from in front of Kennedy. \ little about. : inff out his motions - ‘ matched the bullets 


. Because of the vanances - And charath said the 1 characteristics. The ab- 
m his story, the guard was guai’d reiterated • the tale ^ ence on the tw0 bullets of 
dropped from any further he told officers more .^ny "phase _ marks’ — 
questioning, his credibili- . than a year before this vV s f , ? ,ly the investigator's 
tw Questioned hv nffirinTs : +: . *u. "initials — to serve as miide- 


first two shots from Ueck- ; inject himself into a. sensa- had actually drawn 'Kis - . 5 -Pint; 
er’s own right side,- and ; Uonal case he really knew . gun that night, even act-= *™ atc ^ *• 


from in front of Kennedy, 
lhat he got Sirhan in a 
light headlock after, the - 
second shot and that Sir-, 

han never got near enough 
.1.0 Kennedy to inflict the 


little about. i ing out his motions. . ler matched the bullet; 

Gun Not Examined 1 The guard said enough: dow B to class characteris 

mu ♦ , , that, coupled with what he Ucs but not as far- as indi- 

-X h r f e record of any had heard from Schulman Tidual characteristics. ' 

fflrt. m ade - no r any. _ ;ld others> Charach was ^ There is- a difference 


l.o Kennedy to inflict the \ determine whether those 
near-point-blank, upward- - variances arose from his 
traveling, back -to -front " effort to tonceal some- 
head wound that killed • thing ratfier than fabri- 
BBn. cate it. itlTis gun was never 

in Sirhan's trial, the jury examined. The subject 
was told in summation never arose, 
that Uecker probablv mis- Whatever might be said 
counted, stopping Sirhan of this in light of the pre- 
after the fourth shot. sent controversy more 

Uecker says today he than years lat , er ’ » 

was not mistaken, that ah °“ ld be remembered 
Sirhan was captive after J bat ® lrbai } had, after all, 
the second shot and too ’Xfl 


thrafoht ' * ! 'd others, Charach was —There is - a difference 
d 7h l ° convinced that the whole: ot-liri in the. rifling an- 
, h th f r th ? ae | story had not been toldltgJes «f the two bullets— 
Iffnrt t f . rom hls about the night Kennedy I '-again pointing to the -con- 

effort to eonceal some- died . 8 -j elusion that they came 

than fabn " He began to document: from different guns, 
cate U. His gun was never his findings into an alter- Harper's criticism con- 
examined. The subject rate theory of the assas- Minued: 

arose ' . , sination, ultimately coiia- V — While the bullets don't 

Whatever might be said borating with French jiftiateh each other, neither 
ot this m light of the pre- j journalist Gerard Alcan in -does either one match anv 
X° 0versy ,?° r -! i a documentary* film Te-l'of'.the three bullets con- 


; ,'T *I ! a documentary mm re- j of. the three bullets con- 

lat X’ ' creation called "Who Kill-j tained in an envelope ia- 

I , f0r , nearly a year ! Bullets fired from Sirhan's 


obwiui miui, dnu ujo * v i uuiiets lueii oitiidu s 

far away in any case on th *7 act of i C1 ? arachs theory was dis-L-gCm after his arrest. But 

the first two. j i hissed as a fabric of coin-! the serial number is given 

Then Chacrh And m the first days and j . ___ , y '«,««« while the Serial 


the first two. 

Then Charach went after 
the "bodyguard." 

Kennedy Friend 
Kennedy, a fatalist about 
possible danger, traveled 
with only one professional 
security man William 
Barry, a close friend and 
former FBI agent. • 

To protect itself, Ihe 
Ambassador hired extra 
guards on its own that 
election night, from Ihe 
Ace Guard Service. There 


weeks after h s capture f cidence and fetched pos- H1S602, while the serial 
— P “fu’ sibilities. Ultimately, sev- numbers of Sirhan’s gun 


were seven . men— some 
moonlighting after their 
daytime jobs — who pro- 
vided their own uniforms,' 
-insignia and sidearms. t 
One was assigned to the 
pantry arid was just inside 
the swinging doors whqn 
Uecker and the Kennedv; 
party burst in. The guavil ' 
fell in with them, just be- 
hind Uecker and Kennedy, 
slightly to the right; as the 
senator walked down the 
pantry, alternately shak- 
ing the hands of the kitch- 
en help and letting Himself ' 
be led by Uecker, drawing 
closer . lo where Sirhan 
stood. 

In the days following 
Kennedy's death, the 
guard was interviewed bv 
the police and the FBI. ' 

He said that as the 
shooting began, he was 
jostled and knocked down, 
backward, against an ice ; 
machine. He said he never j 
saw the gunman’s face— j 
only an arm with pistol at.- | 


there had been no su£l sib ? iti ®: Ultimately, sev - 1. numbers of Sirhan's gun 
stantial evidence that he i era officials refused to sVastiSXl-o. ■■ 
bout was anything W a loner, ! S F ant him an y ™>re inter- . -“WoUer later explained 
Sed ’ bent on motives solely h* ! views - ' * - ££ fJ l J hs second gun 

®I C a l • own. : In -July, 1970, Charach;.? 1860 -,. was borrowed 

But' in his book' on the| bis theoiy before* / r 9 m . ^be count} 1 - cietka 
--j investigation, . n S p e c i a IT Grant Cooper, chief . de- criminal evidence section. 

Unit Senator," former* fense counsel in Sirhan's 1 from a group of guns s*at- 

Chief of Detectives Robert trial. Cooper heard him j -ed to be destroyed, as old 

‘ A. Houghton, now with' out 'and referred him to evidence weapons arc, 

. . | ihe attorney general’s of- • ballistics expert Harper, \ periodically, each year. 

. ; fice, wrote in early 1970:, whom he had known ; WoUer said he borrowed it 

: "On July 16, 1969, 1 held: professionally for years on June 10, 19CS, at a time 

T a final Special Unit Sena-: and who, Cooper had re- '•yhen.Sirban's gun was be- 

Dme *or meeting asking 10 last! cently learned, had begun *'• • fore the -County Grand Ju- 

heir question^ . . . to the abso-l bis own informal check of -ly and not accessible lo j 

pro lute possibility of any per- the ballistics findings in : him without a court orde r, i 

'ms,' * son with right-wing 1 con- ; ' h ^ Kennedy , caae - ‘.But the evidence slip on" 

the i”f. C A ion . s being fn the L “fTe eefXXf . Kxhibit 55, containing Ihe 


nection seeing fn the H , arper ff had begun his 
kitchen pr pantry the S° rl \. af f e £ reading- 
night of June 4-5 1968 W Houghton s book and be- 
Within a week ail of them ! n S P»^led at an apparent : 
Bad been answered sat “i } nc0I ? slsten 7 ° ver a slug : 
factoriiy " ' 1 to ° large to have come i 

Houghton concedes to J from Sirhan’s small revolv- 
day, but says he does not‘l. er ; ... j 

believe, that his informa- * n first of what was 1 
Uon may have been incom- 1 become many visits to ■: 
plete and that his invest!-^ criminal exhibits sec- j 
gators may have missed f of the county clerk’s 
one—the seouj-ity guard ) of ^ ce * Harper found that 
dismissed and forgotten so 1 lhe " lar S®* slug was mere- 

°Charach e ’found h' " • ^ a fIattened -22 bullet. 
Oct. 7, 1969. " vinXaTT £ut Be found other things, 
working in lhe San fT,?*-- . X ft many months oF 
nando Valiev * ei £estm S, weighing,- photo-- 

More than a year after ; ij ut 7 ! °graphing and com- 
the event. Cha^rh J ' I 1 ?” 11 ® tIle actua I evidence 


n e c t i o n s being in the f r P r Begu J n - Pls 
kitchen or naStrv af e . r ? ead .i?g 


fbree bullets fired from it, 
states in Wo! fee's 1 hand- 
writing that H1SG02 was 
test-fired on June 6: . the 
very day Kennedy died. 
Sirhan’s gun did not be- 
come a grand jury exhibit 
until June 7. 

—There actually are no 
test bullets in evidence 
fired from Sirhan's own 
gun. HoJ72o, hut only test 
slugs from the nolv-de- 

stmyed, borrowed g u n 
JI!S(i()L\ 

Harper also claims: 

— At the Sirhan trial, it 
was concluded that union 
leader Paul Schrade. be- 


|he event Charach raid/’fMete ! ° adCT PanI Abrade, be- 

and S, T! 1 ^ aasily . fired later bv : Bihd Kennedy, was hit in 

hnl a fa f b u- 3n ‘ "made no : , V ell as stur!«"hio- r f »n ,he behead by a bullet 
honea of h,s political be-" ThcmS T , went through the 

m as- shoulder pad of Kennedy's 

coat. That would have had 






to be .a westbound shot 
. from in front/pf the two 
men. But lab analysis of- 
Kennedy 1 ! ; coat revealed 
that the. hole- through . the. 
shoulder pad . was a. back-' 
to front, eastbound shot, 
as Wolfer himself testi- 
fied, with- the bullet :lodg- . 
ing in. the. i ceiling . and 
•never being- recovered. 

■ .-^-Weighing '.of the re-' 

' mainrng buhet . fragments 
•taken from Kennedy and' 
the* five wounded accounts 
satisfactorily for eight sep- 
arate bullets — as many 
. as Sirhan’s gun could fire 
— but still leaves out a 
possib!e,.ninth, that unre- , 
covered, eastbound bullet , 
that went : through >' Mr. • 
Kennedy’s shoulder pad. 
The implications of Har- 

per’s investigation are un- 
. settling to law enforce- 
ment officials who sincere- { 
Iy believed 'they' had an** 
airtight; prosecution 
signed, sealed and deliv- 
ered in the Kennedy case, 
with none of the nagging :■ 
questions that attended 
the Garrison probe of 
President Kennedy's-, 
death. ' 

Scientific Support 
But Harper's work was 
gratifying to C h a r a c h, 
who after, two years- was • 
finding himself generally • 
regarded as a crank. Now 
his theory-had some scien- 
tific support. 

Harper wrote to Char-- 
ach; 

• "Multiple-gun shootings- 
' are not a. rarity in police-/ 
work. . . . The capture of 
- Sirhan with his gun at the' 
.scene resulted in a total 
mesmerization of -the in- _ 
vestigative efforts. 

"The fact that all recov- 
ered evidence bullets were 
the same caliber. further, 
contributed to the general ’ 
euphoria. ' j; . J 

"The well established' 
teachings of criminalistics 
and forensic pathology . 
-were cast, aside and by- 
passed in favor of a more- : 
expedient solution _ and. 


. unfortunately, an. er- 
roneous over - simplifica- . 
tion." / . 

; • While' Mrs. Blehr used 
. "Harper’s findings as the 
: basis of her effort, to block 
; Wolfer's forthcoming ap- 
pointment, . attorney God- 
f frey Isaac -used it, .along 
with .Charach's thesis, as 
. the basis of- a complaint 
:for full disclosure of infdr- 

• mation on the Kennedy in- 
vestigation. •" . 

. . Isaac recently became 
co-counsel with Luke M.c- 
;-Kissack in^.Sirhan's aufo- 
.matic appeal of his death 
Sentence, . and . thus ho 
'longer represents Charach, 
: 'wfio has engaged other |t- 
■ torneys to. press his com- 
plaint. But ' -Isaac, as Sir- 
:;han's attorney, says he is 

convinced . of,.., Jhe r validity. 

• of Charach's 'aiid harper's 
:■ ‘work and will use it to the 

full in the appeal. 

Mrs. Blehr's attack on 
Wolfer also remains in ' 
"limbo, " shadowed . by the . 

! forthcoming 'rgrand'.. jury, 
probe of' allegefctamper--- 
ing. with the Kennedy ex- 
: hibits. . 

Much hinges on the out- 
come of that . probe and 
whether it ever can assess 
•the true nature anddegrea : 
‘ of f tanpering.- ?T£efe^ ; " 
hangs the. larger question: 
whether the . validity of ’ ' 
v Charach's and ’Harper's 
claims can ever be. tested 
' at aii v . : '.‘■V: 

Charach, himself .sub- 
•• poenaed to appear before • 

• the jury , on Wednesday, ' 
says he is skeptical about. 

• the investigation and its 
likely- result. 

•• :. . “J think," he saidliri apt 
; % inteiwiew r; ... "they're just 
going to say the ‘ exhibits 
are so badly messed up 
-.that any further investiga- 
tion is impossible. We may ’ 
never hear the truth about 
it, but I promise you; we’ll 
; never hear the end of it." 



